Overview
Illinois is home to 4.9 million acres of forest land, a gain of 2 percent since 2010 (Table 1) . Timberland accounts for 94 percent of forest land, while the remaining 6 percent of forest land is reserved or unproductive.
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Since 1945, the area of forest land in Illinois has been on the rise (Fig. 1) . Forest land occurs throughout most the State, however, it is concentrated in the western and southern portions of Illinois (Fig. 2) . The majority of forest land in Illinois (83 percent) is privately owned.
Hardwoods are the dominant species types in Illinois. Two hardwood forest-type groups-oak/hickory and elm/ash/cottonwood-occupy 92 percent of forest land in Illinois. The oak/hickory group alone occupies just over two-thirds of forest land, the bulk of which resides in the white oak/red oak/hickory forest type (1.7 million acres). Softwoods, with 80,600 acres, represent nearly 2 percent of forest land.
Forest land consists mainly of sawtimber stands (76 percent); 15 percent of forest land is made up of poletimber stands, 8 percent contain sapling-seedling stands, and 1 percent is nonstocked. Since 1998, the average age of forest stands has increased, with 49 percent of stands 61 years or older in 2015 (Fig. 3) . (Table 1) . This represents an 18 percent decrease, nearly half a billion trees, since 1998, which is largely due to aging forests. Ninety-nine tree species were recorded on Illinois forest land in 2015. American elm (212.0 million trees), hackberry (142.4 million trees), sugar maple (123.6 million trees), and black cherry (100.4 million trees) are the most numerous species on forest land; together, these 4 species account for 28 percent of the total number of trees in Illinois. Twenty species of oak were recorded on forest land, which comprise 10 percent of trees by number.
White oak is the most voluminous species on forest land, followed by silver maple and black oak (Table  2) . Oak species make up one-third of total live-tree volume. Live-tree and sapling biomass totals 253.8 million tons on forest land, which equates to 126.9 million tons of carbon in Illinois' forests (Table 1) .
Forest growth decreased by 12 percent since 2010 (Table 1) . Silver maple had the highest growth in 2015, accounting for 12 percent of growth statewide. Collectively, oak species (38.6 million ft 3 ) represent 22 percent of growth, with white oak and black oak being the largest contributors (Table 2) .
In contrast to growth, mortality on forest land increased by 17 percent since 2010 (Table 1) . American elm, at 15.9 million ft 3 , had the greatest mortality in Illinois, followed by silver maple (12.6 million ft 3 ), black oak (11.0 million ft 3 ), and northern red oak (9.8 million ft 3 ).
Average annual removals of live trees on forest land totaled an estimated 67.4 million ft 3 , for a growth-toremovals ratio of 2.65 (Table 1) . Removals due to harvesting accounted for 70 percent of total removals in 2015. White oak and black oak accounted for 22 percent of total harvest removals ( Table 2) . As of 2013, there are an estimated 76,000 family forest ownerships with 10 or more acres of forest land in Illinois. The average size of these family forest holdings is 45 acres and the average length of ownership is 27 years. The most common activity on family forest land is cutting trees for personal use, such as firewood (Table 3) . Eight-nine percent of family forest owners are male. Additional attributes of these family forest ownerships are included in Table  3 . Supplementary results and details about the NWOS are available in Butler et al. (2016) .
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